
2018 Key Stage 2 Reading Mark Scheme - All on One A4 Sheet 
This is the ‘bare bones’ of the mark scheme. Full mark schemes can be found here.        

AA: Also accept   DNA: Do not accept       Each question is worth 1 mark unless otherwise stated.    

© 2019 PrimaryTools.co.uk; PrimaryAnalysis.co.uk 

Section 1: The Giant Panda Bear  

Qu. Answer 

1 (around) 1600  

2 

reference to disguise / camouflage  
DNA answers relating to fur which do not 
recognise how it helps disguise or camouflage the 
panda  

3 

reference to either of the following: 
1. their razor-like claws  
2. their powerful jaws  
DNA answers which refer simply to claws and jaws 
without some indication of threat  
DNA answers which swap the qualities of the 
claws and jaws  

4 
reference to eating / feeding  
DNA answers which refer to another activity in 
addition to eating / feeding  

5 Order top to bottom: 3, 5, 2, 4, (1) 

6a 

reference to them having the same body 
shape as other bears  
DNA answers drawing on general knowledge of 
other bears which is not given as a direct 
comparison in the text  

6b 

reference to any of the following:  
1. giant pandas can’t / don’t hibernate  
2. giant pandas needing to eat every day 
AA  answers which refer to their unusual 
appearance  
DNA answers drawing on general knowledge of 
other bears which is not given as a direct 
comparison in the text  

7 
Option 4: some giant pandas live in the 
same area  

8 puzzling  

9 Option 1: essential  

10 

reference to any of the following, up to a 
maximum of 2 marks:  
1. very few being born each year  
2. not all the baby giant pandas born in 

the wild surviving  
3. giant pandas’ food supplies diminishing 

or being cut off  
4. humans moving into giant pandas’ 

territory / destruction of the pandas’ 
habitat  

5. humans killing / hunting giant pandas  
6. there being very few giant pandas in 

captivity 
7. there being only around 1600 pandas 

in the wild  
DNA answers that rephrase or define extinction 
without specifying why pandas are under threat  

11 

reference to any of the following:  
1. joining the ‘adopt a panda’ project  
2. the creation of panda reserves  
3. breeding programmes  
4. people donating money towards 

supporting them in the wild / 
researching / protecting / monitoring  

DNA reference to people trying to return them to 
the wild  

12 challenge  

13 
either of the following: 
1. spotted bear  
2. black and white bear  

14 
Option 3: How people are working to save 
giant pandas.  

15 Opinion, Fact, Fact 

Section 2: Grannie  

Qu. Answer 

16 
any of the following  
1) protective  2) enfold  3) warm  4) 
smile  

17 

reference to not punishing him  
DNA answers which focus on grannie’s 
seeming acceptance of his behaviour 
without reference to her not punishing 
him  

18 

reference to any of the following, up 
to a maximum of 2 marks: 
1. she is gentle / kind  
2. she is protective  
3. she is understanding  
4. she is tolerant  

19 

reference to any of the following: 
1. his grannie could visit / was 

nearby  
2. he is lame  
3. he can’t fight anymore  
4. he is sent home / he is in 

hospital  

20 
(And so I) seized the chance (To 
write and ask if she could visit me)  

21 reference to coming to visit him  

22 

2 marks: referring to both 
remembrance and clarity  
1 mark: refer to one of the 
following:  
1. remembrance  
2. clarity 

23 

2 marks for either of the following:  
1. how memory has changed his 

perception of his grannie  
2. how time has changed his 

perception of his grannie  
AA  1 mark for reference to the 
grannie being small / frail with no 
recognition that his perception of 
her has changed  
DNA reference to her age alone  

24 

reference to either of the following: 
1. a lack of recognition  
2. his state of health  
DNA reference only to not having seen 
him for a long time  
DNA reference to grannie’s feelings 
without a reason why she feels that way  

25 

reference to any of the following: 
1. her smile  
2. she can make him feel better / 

her love  
3. where she lives  

26 
(And then she smiled: and) love lit 
up the day  

27 Option 4: comforting  

28 Order top to bottom: 2, (1), 3, 5, 4  

29 
1 mark for both correct: 
Verse 3 and Verse 4 

Section 3: Albion’s Dream  

Qu. Answer 

30 

reference to any two of the following: 
1. dusty  
2. piles of candle wax  
3. cracked basins  
4. smells old / of the past  
AA reference to untouched books  
AA reference to unused rooms  

31 Option 3: It seemed stuck in the past.  

32 guardian  

33 Option 4: was free to do what he wanted 

34 Option 2: spaces  

35 Option 2: became clear to me  

36 

reference to any two of the following: 
1. cobwebs / dust  
2. old / assorted debris  
3. the grimy box / things behind the bookcase being 

grimy  
AA reference to the quotation old leather-lined bookcases 
with books that no one had handled for fifty years.  

37 

reference to any of the following: 
1. conducting a thorough search / looking everywhere  
2. ignoring the dirt / cobwebs behind the bookcase  
3. moving the bookcase  
DNA general definitions of determination without relevant 
reference to the text  

38 

- 3 marks for two acceptable points, at least one with 
evidence  
- 2 marks for either two acceptable points, or one 
acceptable point with evidence  
- 1 mark for one acceptable point 
1. she was angry: • give me that immediately, Edward • that 

box is mine / it’s nothing to do with you / it belongs to me • 
she leapt towards me • she came forward with frightening 
intensity 

2. she was scary / mean: •  I drew back cautiously • she came 
forward with frightening intensity / her hand reaching out for 
the box • she leapt towards me • give me that immediately, 
Edward • that box is mine / it’s nothing to do with you / it 
belongs to me 

3. she was bossy / demanding: give me that immediately, 

Edward  
4. she was possessive: • that box is mine / it’s nothing to do 

with you / it belongs to me • give me that immediately, 
Edward   

5. she was hiding something / secretive: that box is mine / 

it’s nothing to do with you / it belongs to me 
6. she was defensive / concerned about the game: • give 

me that immediately, Edward • that box is mine / it’s nothing 
to do with you / it belongs to me • she leapt towards me  

7. she was quick: she leapt towards me  

39 

reference to any of the following, up to a maximum of 2 
marks: 
1. he worked hard to find it  
2. he found it (so it belongs to him)  
3. he questions her claim to it 
4. he feels a sense of injustice / she’s being mean to him  
DNA speculative answers  

40 

- 3 marks for two acceptable points, at least one with 
evidence  
- 2 marks for either two acceptable points, or one 
acceptable point with evidence  
- 1 mark for one acceptable point  
1. it was hidden / in an unusual location 
2. the unusual dice  
3. Em Sharp’s unusual / negative reaction to the 

discovery of the game  
4. the unusual / mysterious name of the game  
5. it was split up  
6. Edward’s reaction to the game / Em Sharp  
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